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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, BG, IN 

SUB J : INDIA/BANGLADESH MEETING ON BORDER SECURITY 

1 . ON RETURN TO CALCUTTA JANUARY 29 FROM DACCA, INDIAN 
BORDER SECURITY FORCE DIRECTOR GENERAL ASWINI KUMAR SPOKE 
TO THE PRESS ABOUT HIS TALKS LAST WEEK WITH HIS BANGLA- 
DESH COUNTERPARTS. CALCUTTA PAPERS GIVE KUMAR S REMARKS 
HEAVY PLAY. THEY ARE REPORTED IN TOP SPOT ON FRONT PAGES 

OF BOTH STATESMAN AND AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA. 

2. STATESMAN STORY IS HEADLINED "FRESH BORDER TALKS WITH 
DACCA IN APRIL" AND HIGHLIGHTS STATEMENT BY KUMAR EX- 
PRESSING HOPE THAT THE BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE 
APPROPRIATE STEPS "TO IMPROVE FURTHER THE SITUATION IN 

THE BORDER AREAS." AMRITA STORY IS HEADLINED "BSF-BDR 
TALKS AT DACCA FAIL" AND MAKES IT PLAIN - WITH AMPLE 
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CITATIONS FROM KUMAR AND OTHER MEMBERS OF INDIAN DELEGA- 
TION - THAT THE FAULT FOR THE FAILURE IS BANGLADESH'S. 

AMRITA REPORTS KUMAR SAID THAT A JOINT STATEMENT WAS 
DRAFTED AT THE END OF THE TALKS ON JANUARY 29 BUT BANG- 
LADESH RIFLES DIRECTOR GENERAL DASTAGIR REFUSED TO SIGN 
IT. PAPER CITES A MEMBER OF THE INDIAN DELEGATION (NOT 
IDENTIFIED) AS SAYING THAT THE TALKS BROKE DOWN OVER 
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"TWO VITAL ISSUES". THESE WERE: 

A) INDIAN INSISTENCE THAT "APPROPRIATE STEPS BE TAKEN 
TO STOP IMMEDIATELY THE PROPAGANDA AND PUBLICITY OF 
VILIFICATION THAT WAS BEING CARRIED ON BY THE BANGLADESH 
MEDIA AGAINST THE INDIAN POLITICAL LEADERS, THE BORDER 
SECURITY FORCE AND OTHER FORCES"; AND 

B) INDIAN COMPLAINT THAT "HOSTILE, ANTI-SOCIAL ELE- 
MENTS HAD BEEN GIVEN SANCTUARY, ARMS AND TRAINING IN 
THE CHITTAGONG HILL TRACT OF BANGLADESH" AND REQUEST 
THAT STEPS BE TAKEN TO STOP THIS IMMEDIATELY. 

3. COMMENTING ON BANGLADESH CHARGES OF INFILTRATION FROM 
INDIA, KUMAR IS REPORTED BY AMRITA TO HAVE SAID THAT SO- 
CALLED INFILTRATORS FROM INDIA WERE IN FACT GARO CHRIS- 
TIANS AND MOSLEMSPWHO HAD BEEN FORCED BY BANGLADESH 
RIFLES TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES IN BANGLADESH AND WERE 
SEEKING TO ENTER INDIA. INDIAN BORDER SECURITY FORCE 
"THREW THE INTRUDERS BACK." BOTH AMRITA AND STATESMAN 
REPORT THAT KUMAR COMPLAINED THAT DUITTYWIYDDNKEALHUP DAC- 
OITIES WERE COMMITTED ON INDIAN TERRITORY BY GANGS FROM 
BANGLADESH AND ONE THOUSAND HEAD OF CATTLE STOLEN. KUMAR 
ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID SMUGGLING FROM BANGLADESH INTO 
INDIAN CONTINUES ON LARGE SCALE AND THAT IN 1976 THE 

INDIAN BSF SEIZED RS 1 1 LAKHS OF SMUGGLED GOODS ALONG 
THE BANGLADESH BORDER. 

4. MASS CIRCULATION BENGALI LANGUAGE ANANDA BAZAR PATRIKA 
STRESSES THE POSITIVE IN REPORTING THIS STORY, HEADLINING 

IT "PROGRESS AT DACCA: NEXT ROUND IN DELHI." PAPER PLAYS 
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DOWN KUMAR'S NEGATIVE REMARKS ABOUT BANGLADESH AND REPORTS 
HIM AS SAYING THAT THE BORDER TALKS WERE A STEP TOWARD 
BUILDING A CLIMATE OF NEIGHBORLINESS. HOWEVER, BENGALI 
LANGUAGE JUGANTAR FOLLOWS LINE OF ITS SISTER PAPER AMRITA 
BAZAR PATRIKA IN TERMING THE TALKS A FAILURE AND REPORT- 
ING KUMAR'S CRITICISMS EXTENSIVELY. 

KORN UNQUOTE 
SCHNEIDER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NATIONAL SECURITY, BORDER GUARDS, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Jan-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NEWDE01384 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770034-0469 
Format: TEL 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 2/aaaaabwg. tel 

Line Count: 105 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 96619ed1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3507985 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDIA/BANGLADESH MEETING ON BORDER SECURITY 
TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, BG, IN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/96619ed1-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



